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English 3700 
EARLY AMERICAN LITERATURE 
Fall 2001 
Dr. Ange1a Vietto 
581-6293/ arvietto@eiu.edu 
Office: 3345 Coleman Hall 
Mailbox: 3155 Coleman Hall 
Office hours: ~ 2-J;J.z.9-12; many other times by appointment 
Class web site: http:/ /www.ux1.eiu.edu/-cfarv/3700.html 
OBJECTIVES 
This course is degjgned to help you 
• understand the history of literary culture in the present-day United States during the period between 
first contact between Europeans and Native Americans through the early years of the nineteenth 
century 
• develop your ability to interpret texts of many genres both as linguistic structures and in relationship 
to their historical context 
• become familiar with the major literary figures of this era 
- TEXTS 
Lauter, Heath Anthology of American I.iteratrm, vol 1, 2nd ed. 
Brown, Wieland or the Transformation 
Allison, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Ola11dah Eqlliano 
Andrews, Journeys in New Worlds 
Rowson, Charlotte Temple 
ELECTRONIC WRITING PORTFOLIO 
Because this course has been designated as writing intensive, you may choose to make a submission to the 
Electronic Writing Portfolio using a document that you write and revise for this course. See the course web 
site for more detailed information. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
Dishonesty of any kind in this class can result in a failing grade for the course. 
DISABILITY INFORMATION 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodation, please contact the Office 
of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
GRADES 
PROJECTS AND GRADE DISTRIBUTION FINAL GRADING SCALE 
Reading responses 200 points (or more) 900-1000 points A 
Contribution to discussion 200 points 800-899 points B 
Short paper 150 points 700-799 points c 
Final project 300 points 600-699 points D 
Final exam 150 points 599 points and below F 
A1TENDANCE AND CONTRIBUTION 
Attendance will be recorded at every class session. (If you arrive after I have taken attendance, see me after 
class to make sure I have recorded you as present.) You will earn 2 points towards the "Contribution to 
discussion" grade for every day you are present, since you must be present to contribute. However,gellllinefy 
contributing to discussion (therefore earning more of the 200 possible points) requires speaking and having 
something meaningful to say, preferably as part of an on-going discussion with your classmates. 
SHORT PAPER 
During the first two weeks of the semester, you will choose one text that we will read in class as the subject 
of a short ( 4-5 pages) literary and/ or historical analysis. A bibliography with brief descriptions of these texts 
is provided on the class web site to assist you in choosing a text that will interest you. Your paper will be 
due on the date we are scheduled to discuss the text you have chosen, and I will ask you to describe your 
paper to the class on that day as part of our discussion. 
To be successful, an analysis of a text must be built around an arguable thesis. This means that you must 
make a claim about the text-ideally a claim that you can state clearly and concisely in one sentence-and 
that claim should be something that reasonable people could conceivably disagree with (that's what's meant 
by "arguable''). Your goal should be to help your audience (myself and your classmates) see something 
about the text that we might not have seen on our own. 
For simplicity's sake, in a paper of this length, the thesis normally appears at the end of the introduction 
(though it can appear in other places). The rest of the essay should support and explain this thesis~ using 
evidence from the text (evidence can mean description, summary, paraphrase, or direct quotation) and, if 
relevant, from secondary sources (articles or books written about the text, its author, or the historical 
context). 
Choose direct quotations carefully. A paper made up of a string of direct quotations doesn't tell me 
anything I couldn't learn from reading the text. Every quote included should serve a purpose in advancing 
your argument, and that purpose should be explained by your words introducing the quote and commenting 
on it. 
In class, you should be able to state your thesis and the main points your paper gives in support of that 
thesis. 
Papers will be graded on content, organization, mechanics, and style. If you are not happy with your grade 
on the short paper, you may revise and resubmit it at any time before the final exam. The grade on a 
revision will replace the original grade. 
READING RESPONSES 
Over the course of the semester, choose days on which you will write a brief (about a typed page) response 
to assigned readings. Each response is worth up to 15 points. In order to accumulate 200 points, then, you 
must write at least 14 responses. Extra credit can be earned by writing additional responses. (Note that the 
first of these short papers, the prior knowledge survey, is different from the others and is mandatory.) 
These are not automatic points; thoughtful responses that help to promote fruitful class discussion will 
receive 15 points; mechanical responses that include little or no original thought or that pay little attention 
to the text will receive fewer points. Please type your responses and turn them in at the end of the class 
period when the text is discussed. (Responses turned in later will have 1 point deducted for each calendar 
day that they are late.) I will correct mechanical errors on these responses, but I will not deduct points for 
them. 
On the class web site, I have provided a list of questions that you may use in generating your responses, but 
you are also welcome to comment or raise questions on other aspects of the text that you find interesting or 
that you think will promote class discussion. 
The goal here is to help you become actively engaged with what you're reading and to promote class 
discussion that will be interesting and help us all deepen our understanding of the texts we've read. 
FINAL PROJECT 
During the first three weeks of the semester, you will choose one of the options listed on the next page for 
your final project, and write a proposal describing what you would like to do (proposals are not set in stone; 
topics can be changed after the proposal stage as long as you consult with me about a new topic). 
I will return your proposal in a short conference and, if necessary, ask you to revise and resubmit the 
proposal. Your proposal must be approved by me, and you must also submit two progress reports over the 
course of the semester. Be sure to keep your approved proposal and your progress reports when I return 
them to you; submit them with the final project. if you have not had a proposal approved and submitted both pro~ss 
reports, I nseroe the right to nfuse to accept your final projed. 
PROPOSAL: 
Use memo format (see the class web site if you're unsure of how to format a memo). Tell me which option 
you have selected and what topic you want to work on. Describe the work that you expect will be required 
to complete the project successfully, and give a rough time table of how you will complete that work by the 
project deadline. Finally, if you have any questions or concerns about the project or topic, be sure to 
include them in your memo as well. 
PROGRESS REPORTS: 
Each progress report should be written as a memo describing what activities you have completed, what still 
remains to be done, and any problems, surprises, or breakthroughs you have encountered. In addition, for 
each option, I ask that you submit sections of the project with the progress reports. Be sure to read the 
option descriptions carefully and submit the required materials with your progress reports. 
PRESENTATIONS: 
In addition to the written portion of your project, you must make a presentation to the class during the last 
two weeks of the semester. Format and length of presentations will vary depending on the project option 
you select. If you fail to make a presentation, I reserve the right to deduct up to 75 points from the grade 
for the final project. 
FINAL PROJECT OPTIONS 
OPTION A: PEDAGOGICAL PROJECT 
Create a unit of instruction on early American literature for the grade level which you wish to teach. Using 
the reference sources listed on the web site or other relevant sources you find yourself, decide on overall 
objectives for the unit; choose the readings you will assign and research the availability of the texts for 
classroom use; and plan actual sessions, including assessment. In your final project, include: (i) a rationale 
explaining the goals of the unit and reasons behind your selections of texts and activities (including 
references to sources you've used); (.il.") detailed lesson plans for all class sessions in the unit; (ili") overheads, 
handouts, assessment tools, and any other materials you would need to create for the unit. For progress report 
1, attach a draft of the rationale and annotated bibliograp~ of sources yo11 have examined. Progress report 2: attach one 
lesson plan with related materials. ¥011 mqy attach additional sample materials if yo11 111011fd like nry comments on them. 
OPTION B: PRIMARY SOURCE RESEARCH PROJECT 
Write a research/interpretive paper making use of a primary text not available in its entirety in the Heath 
anthology. A bibliography of texts that you might consider is provided on the class web site. The paper 
should make a new contribution to the existing literature on your topic; this means you will have to search 
the MLA databas~ to find all relevant articles and books and examine those sources. For progress report 1, 
attach a bibliograp~ in MIA. j017nat of primary and secondary sources yo11 have found. For progress report 2, attach a 
rationale listingyour tentative thesis (in one sentence) and explaining how your paper will make a contribution that is different 
from the existing secondary literat11re. ¥011 mqy also attach a working draft to either progress report, if yo11 111011fd like nry 
comments on the draft. 
OPTION C: EDITORIAL PROJECT (PRINT OR WEB BASED) 
(i) Choose a document from early America not currently available to college students in print or on the web; 
produce a text of that document, research and write any needed explanatory notes, and write a short 
introduction to the text, then seek publication of the text. A list of some documents you might consider is 
provided on the class web site. OR (ii) Choose a film related to early America that is not currently described 
on the Reel American History web site and create a page for that film to be added to this site. A link to this 
site is provided on our class web site. For progress report 1, attach an outline of your project. For progress report 2, 
attach your working draft (or refer me to its on/ine location). 
OPTION D: POSSIBILITIES FOR A CUSTOMIZED PROJECT 
If none of the above options meets your needs and interests, I'm open to almost any topic, as long as the 
result will be a high-quality project involving some research and outside reading that will contribute to the 
learning experience of your classmates. Possible topics include early American religion, music, medicine, 
cooking, politics, economics, military history, clothing and fashion, education, immigration, theater, law; the 
list goes on. You could profile an early American city or farm; collect and comment on visual images of 
early American life, etc. We must agree on your project topic by the same deadline as other projects. 
SlljJplementary materials for the progress reports will be determined on an individual basis. 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
Date Deadlines Discussion and Readings 
(to be completed before the class listed) 
MAug20 Introductions 
WAug22 Prior knowledge survey What is early American literature? Why study it? 
due Maps and timelines 
F Aug24 Native American oral narratives, pp. 21-67 
MAug27 Choice of topic for short Columbus, pp. 116-128; Champlain, 173-178; 
paper due Cabeza de Vaca, pp. 128-140 
W Aug29 Smith, pp. 184-191; Frethome, pp. 207-211; 
Morton, pp. 211-223 
F Aug31 Winthrop, pp. 223-245 
M Sept 3 Labor Day Observed-No Class 
W Sept 5 Bradford, pp. 245-266 
F Sept 7 Proposal for final Wigglesworth, pp. 315-326; Bay Psalm Book and 
project due New England Primer, pp. 326-340 
M Sept 10 No class--conferences Monday and Tuesday 
re2ard.ine final projects 
W Sept 12 Bradstreet, pp. 289-315; 
Taylor, pp. 366-370, 384-390 
F Sept 14 Radisson (hand out) 
M Sept 17 Rowlandson, pp. 340-366 
W Sept 19 Mather, pp. 419-427;John Williams (hand out) 
F Sept 21 Knight, pp. 521-540 
M Sept24 Edwards, pp. 561-595 
WSept26 Ashbridge, pp. 595-607 
F Sept 28 Vivier and Hachard (handouts) 
MOct 1 Criminal narratives (handouts) 
WOct3 Progress Report 1 due Franklin, pp. 721-738, 745-752 
Tentative Schedule of Classes (continued) 
Date Readings (to be In-class activities and deadlines 
completed before class) 
FOct5 Fall Break-No Class 
MOct8 Franklin, pp. 753-796 
WOct 10 Franklin, pp. 796-810 
F Oct 12 Dickinson and Fergusson (handouts) 
M Oct 15 Paine, pp. 851-53, 855-873 
WOct 17 Crevecoeur,pp. 819-850 
F Oct 19 Crevecoeur, discussion continued 
M Oct22 Jefferson, pp. 887-913 
WOct24 Equiano, pp. 971-1003 
F Oct 26 Murray, pp. 1003-1018 
M Oct29 Progress Report 2 due \Vheatley,pp. 1048-1066 
WOct31 Haynes, pp. 1066-1082 
FNov2 Rowson, Charlotte Temple 
MNov5 Rowson, Charlotte Temple 
WNov7 Federalist Papers, pp. 1193-1208 
FNov9 Brown, Wieland 
MNov12 Brown, Wieland 
WNov 14 Irving, pp. 1286-1306 
FNov 16 Cooper, pp. 1326-1346 
Nov 19-23 Thanksgiving Recess-No Class 
MNov26 Final project due Presentations 
WNov28- Presentations 
FDec7 
Final exam during finals week. 
